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of Saint Martin, lies one of the sleekest
dayboats around. Even at rest the Tofinou
9.5 is an alluring sight, her deep varnished
mahogany coachroofand jet black carbon
mast  g l is tening in  the low spr ing l ight .
Viewed in isolation, her slender, low profile
lines give her the appearance of a scaled-
down Wally, yet this is a deslgn that springs
from an entirely different background.

Designed by Michel Joubert and built by
his brother Philippe, the 9.5 is a big sister to
the Toflnou 7.o from the r92os - more of
her later. The overall concent was for a
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versatile gentleman's dayboat,capable of
single-handed sailing, even perhaps some
modest racing, but with contemporary
looks and performance

She's one of the prettiest boats I've seen
in a long while, a clever and sensitive mix of
modern and traditional Sure there are
areas and angles where you wonder if she
looks quite right - her stern for example -

but she's an easy boat to fall for But what is
even more appealing is what you can't see.

She has a lifting fin and bulb keel that
can reduce draught at the touch ofa button
from z.zom to 1.2om. She has a retractable
carbon bowsprit for the asymmetric
spinnaker, whlch tucks away under the

"fircked awayunderthe
coamings she evenhas

an autopilot, presumably
to allowyouto openthe
Chablis without straying
offcourse"

foredeckwhen stowed, and a 9hp inboard
engine with a saildrive unit to get you
home when the evening breeze dies.

The deep com[ortab]e cockpit has
decent seating and a simple but
comfortable cabin under the foredeck with
a V-berth forwardmost and a pair of single
berths under the side decks.

All control lines are led back, not just to the
cockpit, but to a pair of peninsularmouldings
just in front of the helmsman so he can
handle all controls without even standing up,
let alone moving forward. Tucked away
under the coamings she even has an
autopilot, presumably to allow you to open
the Chablis withoul" strayingoff course.

I liked this boat before we d even set sail
and as Philippe Joubert showed me around
his small yard, it was clear I wasn't the only
one to fall for her. Actor/director Harrison
Ford bought a pair ofthese boats which
appeared in th e film What Lies Beneath,
starring Michelle Pfelffer - a useful starting
point for conversation should I ever meet
eitherof them.

Beautiful mover
One word says it all - beautiful. With her
high aspect ratio sail plan, whlch includes a
self-tacking jib sheeted home for upwind
work, the Tofinou 9.5 slips along
effortlesslv. In rs knots oftrue breeze we ))
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were maintaining over 6 knots with ease. Off
Lhe breeze wi th the asymmetr ic  sp innaker
set, she hit 9 knots and more as we heated
her up onto a reach. She ls nonetheless a
narrow boat and will heel to the breeze quite
readily but then she heels no more, her deep
draught and deceptive waterline beam
making her a stiff boat.

She's also a sensitive boat when on the
wind and responds immediatelyto small
changes in heading, all of which makes her
fun to sail without being twitchy. Indeed,
her performance gives her the feei of a
sprinter and would make her a great club
racer - I for one would flnd slipping away for
an afternoon or evening race impossible to
resist were she mine.

My only reservation about the handling
is her performance under engine, especially
wiLh the keel  up,  when she has a larger

' Actor/director Harison
Fordboughtapairof
theseboatswhictr
appearedinthefitm What
LiesBeneath,staring
MichellePfeiffe/'
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turning circle than you d expect and with a
folding two-blade prop, takes a while to
slow down

Other t  han t  hal ,  she is  thc per fect  day
sa i l i ng  j ndu lgence  -  immac  u la te l y  bu i l L .
with stunning looks and an ease of
handling that others only talk of. All of
which comes at  a pr ice.  around tb5,59o
ex VAT, yet i6 have already been built with
l oube r t  an t i c i pa t i ng  a  run  o f zo  pe ryea r

Designed by: Michel Joubert
Built by: Latitude 46
Contact: Latitud e 46,l74to Saint Ma rtin, lle de Re,
France. Tel: +33 @)5 46o9 4t7g Fax: +33 (o)5 46o9
or 6o. www.classic-boats.com

'-?{æw she remeâffiem sueh æ EereEl-kept French
;trget às a rmys'Èæru. but now tkee cat's out of the bag'o
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